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published completed the first measures, and settled with all
necessary details the question of completely suppressing * Jewish
influence' in Italian education,
The Decree-Law of 5 September 1938 consisted of six articles.
According to Article i no Jewish teachers were to be appointed
in any school or university, whether belonging to the State or
standardized; university assistants and liberi docenti were
equally excluded from new appointments if they were of the
Jewish race. Article 2 provided for the exclusion of all Jewish
children and young people from all State and standardized
schools; according to Article 5, however, university students
would be allowed to finish the course of their studies and obtain
their degree. Article 3 ordered that all teachers, schoolmasters,
assistants, private teachers, and employees of scholastic institu-
tions controlled by the State, who belonged to the Jewish race
should be dismissed as from 16 October 1938. According to
Article 5, all the Jewish members of academies and associations
for the promotion of science, art, and literature were to be dis-
missed. The sixth Article gave the definition of Jew to be
followed in the application of the law: any one was considered
to belong to the Jewish race both of whose parents were Jews,
whatever his or her own religion.
Before the scholastic year 1938-39 began, the Minister sent
a Circular Letter to all the heads of secondary schools and
universities to the effect that all text-books written, partly
written, or edited by Jewish people should cease to be used; a
provisional list of more than a hundred names which was ap-
pended to the letter cited authors and editors undoubtedly
belonging to the Jewish race. It was claimed that books written
by Jews could be infected by their different spirit and culture,
no matter whether they were Greek grammars or logarithmic
tables.
The Decree-Laws of 15 and 17 November 1938 went even
further than the one of 5 September in the way of discrimination
against the Jews. The earlier extended to the private schools
in which * Aryan* pupils were admitted the regulation against
accepting any Jewish students; the only exception was for
Catholic children of Jewish race studying in ecclesiastical insti-
tutes. The later Decree-Laws, i.e., the unified text of all the anti-
semitic measures taken to that date, gave a narrower interpreta-
tion to the word * Jew'; a child only one of whose parents was a
Jew was to be ascribed to that race unless the child was received
into a non-Jewish religious community before i October 1938.
Even the patria potestas on an officially Aryan child could be
denied to a father who tried to influence him or her towards